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ENGLAND, THE TRANSVAAL AND THE EURO- 
PEAN POWERS. 

BY PBOFEBSOR HANS DELBRUCK, LECTURER ON HISIOBY IN THE 
CN1VEBSITY OP BERLIN. 



A strong and even passionate feeling of resentment against 
England prevails at the present moment over the whole Continent 
of Europe. The successes of the Boers have been greeted with ex- 
ultation, and further favorable news is awaited with eager sus- 
pense. This need not excite surprise, at any rate so far as the 
Eussians are concerned, for they have long seen their greatest 
enemy in the English. France, until recently, had divided her 
dislike between the English and the Germans; but ever since 
Eashoda her desire for revenge for that humiliation has thrown 
her antagonism toward Germany into the background. Hence, 
the curious and characteristic feature in the political situation of 
Europe at this moment is that the people of Germany, the lead- 
ing power of the Triple Alliance, are entirely in agreement with 
the members of the Dual Alliance, inasmuch as a sentiment of 
hate for England unites the whole Continent. 

It is well known that a friendly feeling toward England has 
always existed in Germany. German Protestants have never 
been tired of emphasizing the community of creed between Eng- 
land and Germany ; while German Liberals have seen their ideals 
realized in the Constitution of England, which they ultimately 
hoped to be able to attain for themselves. On the other hand, it 
must be admitted that German Conservatives have always inclined 
more toward Russia than toward England. To-day all German 
parties are united in rejoicing over English defeats. Public meet- 
ings censure the Government for not intervening in favor of the 
Boers and urge the Emperor not to carry out his intention of 
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going to England. Many, on the other hand, condemn the adop- 
tion of such resolutions at public meetings on the ground that it is 
not customary or proper to dictate his personal movements to an 
Emperor. But, in one main sentiment, the whole people, the 
whole press and all parties are united: they view the Emperor's 
journey with great displeasure, the more so as they feel that it 
will be interpreted throughout the world as a demonstration 
against the Boers. 

The hatred which our forefathers felt for the French (at whose 
hands they had suffered so much from the time of Louis XIV. 
down to that of Napoleon) is gradually dying out. To-day, people 
in Germany are rather pleased than otherwise when they read of 
anything which is advantageous to the French. On the other 
hand, a certain apprehension of Russia exists in the minds of a 
cultivated and clear-sighted minority, to whom the despotism of 
the Czar is repugnant, and his power a constant menace. But, on 
the other hand, it is felt that any possible danger with which 
Eussia might threaten Germany lies in the distant future. In 
fact, since Eussia has retired from the Balkan Peninsula to con- 
centrate her attention more and more on the Far East, we are 
on good terms with our Eastern neighbor, and every apprehension 
of the great war which Germany would have to wage with a double 
front to the east and west has passed away. In fact, Germany 
to-day might very well be friends with the world at large. 

But a nation as well as an individual must seemingly either 
love or hate. If the multitude had no enemy to be the object of 
its hatred, it would take no part in foreign politics at all. So the 
German nation, which once celebrated with delight the memory of 
the belle alliance of Bliicher and Wellington at Waterloo, has now 
directed its hate against England. England must have no illu- 
sions on this point ; if it were announced to-morrow that Eussia, 
France and Germany had concluded a Continental alliance against 
England, this news would be welcomed everywhere with joy by 
the people of these three nations. 

If you ask the man in the street why he is imbued with such 
an unbounded ill-feeling toward England and such a sudden 
sympathy for the Boers, his reply would be that the Boers are of 
his own race, and are being visited with an unrighteous, even 
heinous, war on the part of the English. A few of the better 
classes are more moderate and reserved in their opinions; they 
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are not disposed to attach too much value to the question of 
affinity, since the English also, as Anglo-Saxons, are equally cur 
cousins. They point out that the Boers, albeit Christians, are 
semi-barbarians, whereas the English are a people on the highest 
level of civilization. Neither do they take the judicial question 
of right and wrong to be so decisively clear as to preclude every 
doubt or difference of opinion. It cannot well be malice afore- 
thought on the part of the English that caused the gold fields- to 
be discovered on the territory of the Boers, and it is the gold 
fields which have produced the present conflict. The gold fields 
have led the Uitlanders into the country of the Boers, and the 
Uitlanders claimed an opportunity to take part in the Government, 
which the Boers refused. The English have interfered in this 
dispute. 

It is obviously not true, as the English assert, that they are 
fighting for the equality of the white races ; they are fighting for 
equal rights of the immigrants with the Dutch inhabitants. Nor 
can it be denied that there were good grounds for the English 
Government's formulating such a demand on President Kriiger. 
The English Government was justified in this course — at least so 
say those who have followed the whole course of events with a 
desire to judge dispassionately. But even those who concede so 
much agree in the main with the judgment of the crowd; for 
they say that it is immaterial whether England's right of inter- 
ference in the Transvaal is based upon the Convention or not ; the 
real cause of the action of England is her claim to be the para- 
mount power in South Africa. And the position of paramount 
power in South Africa is only the preliminary step toward the 
establishment of British rule from the Cape to the Nile. Eng- 
land insists on being the only great commercial and colonial power 
in the world, and is only willing to allow other nations the favor 
of owning small fragments as enclaves wedged in helplessly be- 
tween her possessions. This it is which we neither can nor in- 
tend to tolerate. Once England has overcome the Boers, she will 
take the German possessions in Africa as her next booty. At 
present there is still Portuguese territory intervening; but Por- 
tugal, pressed by financ'al necessities, will soon be forced to part 
with it. Perhaps Germany and England will share it between 
them; but in every case the benefit will only be an illusory one 
for Germany, should England at the same time endeavor to up- 
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hold the position of paramount power toward Germany also. 
This is the reason why even the most peace-loving citizen, the 
best friend of England among the German people, looks upon the 
struggle of the Boers with England as though it were his own 
cause. We no longer feel inclined to accept the pretensions of 
England to Anglicize one continent of the world after another. 
The good things of this world belong to all civilized nations in 
common. As England is not expected to give way peaceably, and 
as her great naval power cannot be overwhelmed by any one single 
State, the best remedy would be the alliance against her of all her 
rivals together, especially of Kussia, France and Germany. 

There are some Germans, especially those of the old Bismarck 
school, who think that a Continental alliance against England 
would be a fata morgana, and for this reason, that France will 
never give up the idea of revenge for 1870, and, therefore, Ger- 
many never would be safe from treachery in any co-operation with 
that country, or when face to face with any great crisis. But 
even those who are most suspicious of France would agree and co- 
operate with her from the moment that our western neighbors 
gave any tangible guarantee for the sincerity of their change of 
mind. People remember that, for many years, Prince Bismarck 
himself fostered the idea of a final reconciliation between Germany 
and France. It was he who encouraged Jules Ferry to revive the 
colonial policy of France, and, backed by Germany, the Great 
Vanquished of 1870 has since found plentiful territorial com- 
pensation for the loss of Alsace-Lorraine in her newly acquired 
colonies; witness Tunis, Cochin China, Siam, Madagascar and 
West Africa. It is also worth while noticing that France was 
never able to afford herself the luxury of becoming a colonial 
power, so long as she was solely bent on striving for the lost 
frontier of the Rhine. Louis XIV., as well as Napoleon I., the 
mightiest monarchs of their time, lost the sea against England 
because they had to fight on land at the same time against the 
German powers. A young German scholar of the Berlin Uni- 
versity, Dr. Roloff, has published quite recently a book on the 
colonial policy of Napoleon I., and has shown from official docu- 
ments, found by him in the archives of Paris, that the true in- 
wardness of Napoleon's ambition was not to subdue the Continent 
of Europe, but to form a great French colonial power. His ex- 
pedition to Egypt embodied the fundamental idea of his life, and 
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until the very last his mind was occupied with plans for an ex- 
pedition to India. It came to nothing, because England had her 
allies on the Continent, and these grew more formidable in pro- 
portion to Napoleon's efforts to subdue them. It is now the first 
time in history that France, although vanquished on the Conti- 
nent, has yet acquired huge colonial territories ; indeed, she would 
have added even more to her dominions, if her statesmen had not 
been ceaselessly preoccupied and troubled in decisive moments by 
the memory of the lost provinces between the Rhine and the 
Moselle. We believe it to be a fact that when, four years ago, the 
Emperor William sent his congratulatory telegram to President 
Kriiger, and England in a fit of wrath dispatched her flying 
squadron, the French Government offered England the support of 
France in case of complications. Fashoda became in due course 
the punishment for this diplomatic action ; and, since this humilia- 
tion, it seems as between France and Germany only to be a ques- 
tion as to who will take the first step. 

Such is the state of public opinion in Germany. There is only 
one person in the whole country who thinks otherwise, and that is 
the Kaiser. And in Germany foreign politics are shaped not by 
public opinion, but by the Kaiser. In America people think it the 
privilege of a free country to make her politics herself. In Ger- 
many we do not. The United States may be well satisfied with 
the results of their foreign relations in the one hundred and 
twenty-five years of their existence. But these relations always 
were very simple. In the Old World foreign politics are much 
more complicated and not so easily controlled by the whole na- 
tion. If France does not take so high a rank to-day among the 
great powers as formerly, it is not only the defeat of 1870, but 
her democratic Government, the constant change of her Foreign 
Ministers, which is responsible for the decline. "Secrecy is the soul 
of foreign politics," said Frederick the Great in his political testa- 
ment. Who can entrust a secret to a diplomatist of the French 
Eepublic? The experience of history shows that in the long 
run monarchies have always overpowered democracies. Even the 
most successful examples of democracies in history, such as 
Athens, have not had a very long life. Eome, Venice and the 
Netherlands, which perhaps of all republics in the past may be said 
to have enjoyed the most prolonged prosperity, were more aris- 
tocratic than democratic in character. 
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Germany, therefore, leaves the direction of her foreign affairs 
to the Emperor and trusts that the sovereign will do the best he 
can, choose the most able counsellors he can find, and that he will 
be prompt as well as prudent. Since all he does for the nation he 
does also for himself, for his own greatness and glory, for the 
splendor of his family, and for the future of his children and pos- 
terity, all his interests depend upon and are included in the success 
of German policy and the welfare of Germany. The House of 
Hohenzollern never can be separated from the fortunes of the na-^ 
tion. Therefore the nation may safely confide its fortunes to the 
House of Hohenzollern; and even now, when public opinion has 
evidently taken quite a different view of things from that of the 
Emperor, or at least from that which he seems to hold, no public 
organ would propose, nor would the Reichstag itself wish, to alter 
the German constitution with regard to this particular point. 

Perhaps here we might object that we have a great Social 
Democratic party in Germany, and that it is republican, and does 
not at all approve the direction of policy by a personal government. 
It is true that this is the meaning of the programme of this party ; 
but in reality Social Democrats care very little for foreign politics, 
and though in general they have a certain sympathy with England 
in this struggle, there may be yet many who sympathize more with 
the Boers. The sturdy militia warfare waged by them against the 
mercenaries, the drilled soldiers, of England excites admiration. 
The Social Democrats are thus divided in their sympathies ; and, 
besides being a minority, they will not in any way thwart the 
policy which the Kaiser dcternrnes to follow. 

Now the Emperor is unquestionably proud and ambitious ; he 
desires above all to preserve the position of his dynasty and that 
of the German nation among the great Powers; he would not 
willingly let his country become inferior to any other empire, 
kingdom or country in the world. But he also is a man of 
modern ideas. He detests the cruelty of war, and he will never en- 
gage in warfare as long as it is possible for Germany to avoid it. 
He knows that a great country which possesses a strong army and 
navy can secure success without bloodshed. In his eyes, the task 
for Germany is to preserve the balance between all her neighbors ; 
to provide that the world shall never become either entirely Eng- 
lish or Russian. A Continental Alliance against England would 
undoubtedly sooner or later mean a general war against her. This 
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war the Emperor wants to avoid, or at any rate not to provoke. 
So he looks for ways and means to make German policy run not 
against, but rather with, England as long as this is possible. 

It is, perhaps, as well to bear in mind that the aim which 
the Kaiser strives for is essentially the same as that which publie 
opinion in Germany has in view : to win for our race an assured 
future, not to allow England to rule alone in Africa. The on'y 
difference is in the ways and means. German public opinion 
would prefer a policy openly directed against England, by means 
of a Continental Alliance. This does not mean, indeed, to em- 
bark in hostilities toward England. Such a possibility is not even 
so much as contemplated. It is hoped and believed that the mere 
conclusion of the great alliance indicated would suffice to bring 
about the desired result. The Emperor, on the other hand, sees 
that such an alliance would be ineffectual unless it were indeed an 
alliance for war. Therefore, he has chosen the other alternative, 
and wishes to go hand in hand with England, as already stated, so 
long as this is possible. 

The question now is how long this will be possible, and the 
answer depends on many contingencies. Although foreign affairs 
in Germany are directed by the Emperor and not by the nation, 
the Emperor, of course, is not out of touch with, much less an- 
tagonistic toward, the country. He can do what he likes, but 
he certainly will not act permanently against the sentiment of the 
people. To continue his own policy, he must from time to time 
prove to the country that he is moving in the right direction. He 
must be in a position to show results. At this very moment there 
comes the news of the treaty concerning Samoa. It was certainly 
very clever of the English Ministers to make a slight concession 
to German aspirations; perhaps there are more such things in the 
background. The Emperor will next pay a visit to his grand- 
mother in England. Our German papers say that it is but a family 
visit, but in every English newspaper you can read that this visit 
will possess great political importance; and surely the English 
are right. A German Kaiser who pays a visit to England cannot 
be a party to an alliance against England; and as without Ger- 
many the other Powers cannot assume the offensive against Eng- 
land, the English are at liberty to deliberately concentrate all their 
force against the Transvaal. I should not be surprised to learn 
that this is an advantage acquired at a very low price. It is 
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noticeable that the title-deeds of England to Samoa are to be paid 
for by Germany by the cession of some other islands in the South 
Sea of much greater area than Samoa — besides territory in West 
Africa. 

If the English, as seemed probable for a moment after the 
fight of Glencoe, had overrun the Boers without any great effort, 
I have little doubt that the Continental Alliance above referred 
to would have been very soon effected. English diplomacy, elated 
by the happy issue, would hardly have been inclined to appease all 
rivalry by pliability and moderation. So far, perhaps, the heroism 
of the Boers is a bit of good fortune for England. 

If, after a long and tenacious struggle, England and the Trans- 
vaal should come to a convention for the peace of the world, this 
surely would be the best outcome of the situation. The hostile 
sentiments of the Continental nations, especially of the Germans, 
will be restrained, and the Kaiser will be able to continue his 
policy of peaceful moderation. If, however, England should not 
speedily prove to be strong enough to protect her own territories 
and to drive the Boers back into their own land, to enforce an 
honorable and suitable peace, if the war is to go on for more 
than a year, nobody can say to-day what the consequence will be 
for the politics of the world. In such a case, Russia and France 
would very likely endeavor to profit by the opportunity and ex- 
tend their colonial influence. The Russian Emperor especially 
must be displeased at the fact that his great Congress of Peace at 
The Hague has been estimated so lightly by the English. Arbitra- 
tion, which he wants to be employed instead of war, or at least be- 
fore the peoples resolve to go to war, has not even come into ques- 
tion in the conflict between England and the Transvaal. Very 
likely Mr. Chamberlain has fomented the Transvaal trouble just 
at this time because the Russians are not yet ready with their 
Siberian Railway, which would at once enable them to bring their 
forces within a fortnight from Moscow to Pekin. But if the Boer 
war should continue for months and months, Russia may find other 
points, perhaps in Persia, where she could make a great advance. 
The most ominous eventuality for England undoubtedly would 
be if Russia and France together should determine to bring up the 
Egyptian question. Egypt is by far the most important acquisi- 
tion that England has made in our time, and she has no legal 
title under international law to remain there. 



ENGLAND AND THE EUROPEAN POWERS. 33 

However, it is of little avail to pass in review the international 
questions which might be brought to the fore in consequence of 
the South African crisis. What I wanted to say is only that 
the feelings of the Continental nations of Europe at this moment 
are in an astonishing unison against England, and would greet 
with joy any measures that their Governments should happen 
to undertake against England. The man who restrains them all 
from common political action is the German Emperor, and no 
doubt he will continue to do so as long as English statesmen and 
the course of the South African war may render it possible 
for him. 

Hans Dei-brOck. 
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